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Good News!

October 4, 2009
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Gn 2:18-24; Heb 2:9-11; Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12

A lot of trouble is caused when people use Scripture to set the
genders against each other. In today’s reading from Mark, Jesus
reminds us that from the beginning of creation, “God made
them male and female.” Does that mean tension between men
and women goes back to our earliest roots?

Genesis teaches something different. The story in the garden
shows us that God created man and woman to live their lives to-
gether. The famous biblical scene where we meet the first man
and the first woman is the result of God creating partners.

Look at the passage carefully. God says it isn’t good for
the new earthly dweller to be alone. He needs a partner. First
God goes back to the clay from which Adam was formed. God
shapes animals and birds and shows them to the man. Adam
gets to name them! In the Scriptures, naming is a big deal. It
shows insight, authority—the person naming has the power
to do so. But in these newly named candidates, “none proved
to be the suitable partner for the man.”

God tries again. (Was the Creator having a bad day on the
first attempt? No—the story is for us; it compares what doesn’t
work with what does work.) This time Adam is asleep; he
doesn’t watch the mystery, the forming of a new being from
his own side.

When he meets the woman, he doesn’t name her. He rec-
ognizes her. This is woman, for out of man she is taken (the
pun occurs in the original Hebrew too). Here is flesh of my
flesh, just like me! Well, not just like me... The difference is
wonderful. Here’s a partner for me to embrace.

The trouble between these two comes after their fall into
sin—when they try to become something they’re not.
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