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Catholic Education Sunday 2009-2010
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Good News For All

Our Catholic schools are places of good news. We, as members of our Catholic school
communities, impelled by our baptism and confirmation, are its messengers. What is the
good news that we are bringing?

It is nothing less than the announcement of God’s saving purpose for the world, revealed
and fulfilled in Jesus Christ. It is thus the proclamation of God’s love and the hope this
gives to our lives. In an era when this announcement was often shared by travel on foot, St.
Paul proclaimed the feet of the messengers to be beautiful in virtue of the message they
carried. “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.” -(Romans 10:15).
Methods of communication have changed dramatically since the days of the early Church,
but they, too, can be considered beautiful if they are used to convey the life-saving truth of
the Gospel. The call to be bearers of good news echoes through every age of the Church.
Our schools have a responsibility to take up this call and respond effectively. The Catholic
school must be a vibrant vessel of the faith, where members proclaim, hear and live the
good news daily. Nourished and moved by our faith in Jesus Christ, we proclaim the good
news of His love in our schools and seek to live from it. How might we each participate in
this vital mission of the Catholic school?

Administrators announce Christ by governing in accordance with the Lord’s example of
servant leadership and ensuring that all aspects of school life are consistent with the
teachings of the Gospel and the Church. Teachers proclaim the Gospel when they strive to
form not only the minds but also the hearts of their students and help them to know, love
and follow Jesus. School personnel give witness to the love of Christ when their care for
the school environment reflects that of God for the social and natural environments in
which our students grow. Finally, the quest for learning and dynamism of life characteristic
of so many of our students express the deep longing of the human heart for Christ and the
desire of the Lord to fill that desire with His love.

Our Catholic schools must be filled with the good news of Christ. On this Catholic
Education Sunday, and throughout the school year, let us continue to work at bringing the
good news to all we encounter. This is a message that is meant to be shared. It is one that
celebrates God’s love and purpose for our lives. It is good news for all!
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A Special Message for Students on Catholic Education Sunday

Dear Students in Christ,
Good News For All

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring the good news.” — Romans 10:15

Every day you are surrounded by messages. When you turn on the television, when you go
on the internet, on the bus, at the mall, in almost every space of your life you are being
filled with messages - messages to buy things, messages on how to behave, messages from
your friends and family. With all of these messages, it is hard to discern the most important
message of all: God’s message to you.

And yet, this is the message that you need to hear most clearly. This is a message of good
news, a message of joy. This is a message of God’s purpose for your life. Further, when we
share this good news in our communities, we engage in a dimension of our relationship
with Jesus and our faith strengthens. We get to know Jesus.

You are the vibrancy of our Catholic schools. You show us a faith that is filled with energy
and creativity. This is the message and the good news that you carry into and celebrate in
our Catholic schools. Catholic Education Sunday is as much a celebration of your faith, as
it is of those around you. Your good news is the good news that we want to continue to
keep alive in our school communities.

During this Catholic Education Sunday, and in the following weeks and months, it is
important for you begin to discover this message and really listen to it, despite all the other
messages in your life. This message of good news is one that deserves to be at the center of
your life. It fills you with God’s purpose for your life and you become messengers of the
good news. It is news that stands above all of the other messages that you hear in your
lives. Join us as we work together, walking in unison with beautiful feet — feet made
beautiful by their purpose of sharing God’s message — to share the good news within our
school communities and outside of them. This is good news for all!
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SILENT AUCTION & DINNER

Please join us in community and celebration to support the youth of our parish and schools. We are holding our 2nd
annual silent auction and dinner to raise funds for our annual budget and programs for the year ahead. Last year we
enjoyed great success and again, our event will not be possible without your tremendous support. We will have great
food, awesome entertainment, and fantastic silent auction items to bid on. Tickets will be going on sale during the
weekend masses in November or they can be purchased at the church ofbce (780) 986-3252. If you are interested in
donating any items for the Silent Auction please contact Daniel Filiatreault (780) 717-2129. Get some of your
Christmas shopping done early and come out to support us!

5105 45a St. Leduc, Alberta T9E 5X1 ¥ (780) 986-3253



St. Michael's Parish
5105-45A Street
Leduc, Alberta T9E 5X1

Rev. Leo Hofmann, Pastor

Tel: (780) 986-3253

Fax: (780) 980-2577
Email: stmikerc@telusplanet.net

Dear Sir or Madam:

We are a group of young adults within St Michael’'s Parish who are passionate about
creating positive opportunities for local youth to grow and learn. We reach out to youth
from all walks of life in our community. This year we are hosting a variety of exciting
events that allow teens to expand their involvement in the community, gain meaningful
peer support, and learn crucial life skills, develop leadership skills, and see growth in
their moral intellect.

A majority of our yearly budget relies on fundraising. We are holding our second annual
fundraising dinner event, which will include a silent auction, 50/50, and live
entertainment. Last year we enjoyed great success and again, our event will not be
possible without the generous support of our community and local businesses. At this
time, we would like to request your assistance to our event by donating either an auction
item or a monetary amount. Any contribution would be greatly appreciated and goes a
long way.

Our fundraising dinner event is to be held on the evening of December 51" | 2009.
Because of this date, we request that if you are willing to donate that you contact us or
send your donation to St. Michael’s Parish office by Monday, November 30™, located at
5105-45A St. We believe that donating to our fundraiser will not only benefit us but your
business as well. At the silent auction your business’s name will be posted on the item(s)
you have donated and posted throughout the event, therefore promoting your business
and showing the community how generous your business is.

The funds raised by this event will help in hosting events ranging from fun-filled evenings
at the local bowling alley, attending large-scale Christian youth rallies such as YC,
service projects for the less fortunate, retreats, and educational material in order to help
guide teens through their personal faith journeys as well as teach them important life
skills. We thank you very much for your time and consideration. If you would like further
information regarding our goals or our upcoming dinner and auction event, please do not
hesitate to contact us. For answers to your questions please call Daniel Filiatreault at
780-717-2129 or 780-986-3253.

Sincerely,

Daniel Filiatreault
St Michael’s Passion Youth Group Coordinator



