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Now add the following words to your list: poor, mournful,
meek, underfed, merciful, pure in heart, peacemaker, perse-
- - cuted, reviled. Do people lie about you when the pressure is on
« 9 ' #S %&' & and the odds are greatest?

What kind of impression will you make? What business wants
you around? Would you make a good teacher? A reliable la-
6 01234854 ) * borer? Do the doctors and lawyers or sellers and managers want
# #00 , your talents? Will they look to you for leadership or advice?

6 #3 | | The Beatitudes offer a countercultural description of what is

66& ’ ’ important. Do we hear these criteria so often they’ve lost their

* ( 10 # ¥ impact? What does it mean to take them seriously? Where do
. we take them seriously? At work?

If we examine the Beatitudes carefully, we can make a case

for some of them. The merciful, the peacemakers—aren’t they
4 + 04§ welcome? The pure of heart have much to offer, no? The ques-
#* tion, of course, is how far we should push these qualities into
the workplace. Would showing mercy let my competitors (let
alone my enemies) run unchecked? Do the pure of heart always
have to open their mouth to say the truth?
Pushed far enough, acting on the nicer-sounding Beatitudes
will bring us the tougher ones on the list. And persecuted and
reviled might move us sooner or later to hungry and poor. Is it
worth the risk?
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BAPTISM AT ST. MICHAEL PARISH

“I would like to have my baby baptized.” Those @®iare heard quite frequently at St. Michael Parigmose
words are some of the most important words a pavéinspeak.

Why are those words so important? While thereoften family and cultural reasons for baptism, saptis
about initiation into th€hristian faith. When children are baptized, tkajer into a new life in Christ, becom-
ing children of God and members of the church.otigh the waters of baptism they are cleansed fiorarsl
brokenness. Baptism has an effect on the entitd akiwell as the child’s family.

When should a child be baptized? While we no lomgeh to have a child baptized within days or eweuars of
birth, parents are to have their children baptizédin the first few weeks. Practically speakinige tchildren are
usually baptized in the first few months. Anyonkonhas been around new babies knows how busy @&y k
you! For this reason it is much easier on the miésg if they prepare for the birth of their chidéfore the baby
comes. This allows the parent(s) to prepare inelmmore leisurely way with more time for reflectiand shar-
ing in the family.

How are parent(s) prepared for the baptism of tbleidren? Here at St. Michael’'s parent(s) araiiregl to at-
tend a baptismal preparation course. In the pegjpar sessions current theology of baptism is piteskeand the
symbols used in the baptismal liturgy are explainétlese sessions also provide the parent(s) Wwitopportu-
nity of meeting others who are preparing to hawrtbhild baptized. In order to help the parenti@ne to a
decision about whether or not they are ready te hlaeir baby baptized, the responsibilities thaheavith rais-
ing children in the Catholic faith will be presetite

While baptism is very important to the Christiaittfachildren should not be baptized automaticalljnere must
be a well-founded hope that the child will be braugp in the Catholic religion. While asking foagiism is
important, equally important is trying to live yotaith in Christ Jesus. Another sign that the cthilill be

brought up in the faith is attending church ongutar basis. If you have not been attending Sthelel's on a
regular basis, you will be invited to join us fbreée or four Sundays before a decision is madave lgour child
baptized into our community.

If you have a child to be baptized, please calERine at the parish office. Sr. Elaine will makeappointment
for you to come and see her. At that appointmeatvell answer your questions, will fill out varisdiorms and
will discuss your present practice of the faithapBsm is not simply about one day, baptism is abdwentire
life of the child. We, at St. Michael, want younrild to have the best possible beginning to hisearlife of faith.
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November 2 November 3 November 4 November 5 November 6 November 7 November 8
Office Hours 9am to 5pm 9am to 5pm 9amto 5 pm 9am to 5pm
Mass Times | 10am- Mass at 9am- Mass 9am- Mass
Holy Trinity, Nisku NO Mass NO Mass 10am- K of C
12:10pm- Mass 5pm- Mass with Pancakes
7om- Mass 8)4B@ Baptisms & | 1lam- Mass
pm A / First Eucharists | Noon- K of C
Pancakes
8) & !
Confessions / * 10
Eucharistic 7:30pm 7:30pm
Adoration
Meetings NO Grief Support | 7pm- Liturgy
[\/\/\ Group Meeting Meeting
~J —
Preparation / DATE CHANGES 6pm- RCIA
Classes for Baptism Prep
Classes
Nov. 10 & 17
(not Nov. 3 & 10)
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November 2 November 3 November 4 November 5 November 6 November 7 November 8
Scripture All Souls Rom 12:5-16b Saint Charles Rom 14:7-12 Rom 15:14-21 Rom 16:3-9, 16, Thirty-Second
Readings Wis 3:1-9 Lk 14:15-24 Borromeo, Bishop Lk 15:1-10 Lk 16:1-8 22-27 Sunday in

Rom 5:5-11 or 6:3-§ Rom 13:8-10 Lk 16:9-15 Ordinary Time
Jn 6:37-40 Lk 14:25-33 1 Kgs 17:10-16
Hb 9:24-28
Mk 12:38-44 or
12:41-44




